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The great force opposing the opening of
Oklahoma came from the rich cattle men, who
herded hundreds of thousands of cattle on the
ranges. There were three forces that opposed
the cattle men: the "boomers" who desired to
occupy the land; their friends throughout the
country who contributed to the expense of the
long campaign; and a few members of Congress
headed by General Weaver of Iowa, Springer of
Illinois, and Mansur of Missouri. "The cattle
men were rich and powerful. Some members of
Congress were supposed to be personally inter-
ested. Other members had friends who were
interested. A powerful lobby was maintained
in Congress by the cattle interests, and at one
time a Congressional investigation of alleged
corrupt use of money among Congressmen was
threatened". Many meetings were held in Iowa
and Kansas where ways and means were dis-
cussed and provided to wrest the Territory
from the cattle men. A number of these meet-
ings were held at the Weaver home; and one at
Wichita, Kansas, was attended by 2000 persons,
the speakers being Weaver, Couch, and Mansur.

After the opening of the country disorder be-
came so prevalent that some sort of a local
government became necessary; and so a meet-
ing was called for a certain evening at Okla-
homa City. The meeting was held on the open,
prairie, a large dry-goods box serving as a plat-